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Texcoco’s Lady in White Is A Phantom, Not a Waitress
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A Phantom, Not a Wmfress -
~By Signon Byrd .
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“Why do you call your ciafe the Texcoco Inn?" T asked Pedro Ariza.
"Mr. Ariza is 59, and he has no legs. He was sitting in a wheelchair be-
hind the cash register. “This place is named for Texcoco 1.ake.” he said,
“where the Aztec emperor Cuhuatemoc threw the treasure of Montezuma.
The Spaniards boiled his feet in oil, trying to make him tcll them the place .
where he threw the treasure in, but he died without telling them. Many
years later the government drained the lake, but the treasure was lost in
the deep quwksand ”
“And this cafe is your treacure, burxed in the quicksand of Pres t 0 n
"~ Avenue?” :
Mr. Ariza smiled “That
is very good. But no. My
wife, Elena, and my chil-
dren are my treasure. No es ver=-
dad, mi querida?"
Behind the counter, Elena Rod-
riguez-Ariza smiled too. She is
8 sweet-faced woman with neat
© 1y cojled long gray halr, the
mother of seven. grandmother of
14. “Vaya!” she zait, lowering her
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eyes.
“Would you believe it?” asked
M;. Triza. "She once danced

“That §s not true” sald M s
. Ariza. T just spoke to him and
sheok hands with him. General
Villa did not dance: You see, 1
was a lay-leacher at the escuela
normal of the Asilo Trindad
Narro Maas, in Saltilfe. When

the Villistas captured the city
they drove the sisters who ran
the . orphan #sylum out of the
convent,

*“There were five lay-teachers,
and the Villistas told us we must
give & balle for the general {f we
wished to, live. We were very'
frightened. We held n gran baile
and invited Pancho Villa. 1 was
shaking with fright when I went
up to him- and sald, ‘Le felicl-
tamos, General Villa' but he only |

TGty —senorite” =N
_noL even ask me to dsnce?

“Then Pancho Vills was & lool”
said Mr. Ariza. “To dance with
‘my_Elens would have been the

- crowning achievement of his mis-
spent life. Do you remember mi
querids, how ‘we danced that night
in Saltilio?”

“1 remember more than that”
she said, “I remember the first
time I saw you, when we were
children, at the Plaza de Toros.
I did not like you then. But then
you went away to the United
States of the North, and the next
time 7 saw you was st the pasear
in the Plara -Mayor.

“You know how .it-is"in Mexico,
Don -8igismundo;- every
the girls walk around the plazs in
‘one direction,and the boys walk _
in the other direction, and they
.make songs 1o each other with the
eyes. When 1 saw Pedro I said to

= . 16 & Hand-"

. some -man dressed, like a gringo?” .

w=iy-triend-said +Ohthat=1-Pepe-~-
Ariza, who went o San Antonlo,
Tejas, and got rich working in a
fine cafe' So.the next time around
the plaza T smiled at him . . .
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_.danced that night.”

—"A Rico

“l was not really rich,” Mr,
" Ariza  explained. “But I could
have been rich. In 1817 I worked
for & German named Borge, who‘
owned the Bismark Cafe, next
door to the Opera’ House in Alamo
Plaza. One day Mr, Borge sent me
-—to-hishouse to-get & fur coatl out
of & trunk.

“When I took the coat out I
saw that the bottom of the trunk -
was full of money, T tell you, I
was scared. I locked the trunk
and ran all the way back to the
Bismark."

“Did you think about helping
yourself to some of the money?™
'w*No. There are two tempta-
tions that I have never known.
One is to steal, and the other is to
divorce my wife and marry s
young woman, two things that are
very bad according to our holy
faith.. Sometimes, though, I wish
1 could dance again.” He looked
down at the stumpg of his legs
and smiled.

“You aren’t bitter about your
legs, though?” - T

“Oh, no. I had them for 50
years, until diabe them, -
and the doctors had te take them
off. Pifty years is s long time to
dance. In my heart I have of-
fered up my legs to hemven. . A
very poor thing to offer, but may~
be 1 will receive some little grace
in return.* ) - a

how—we—
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“fince Don Sigismundo is & re-
porter,” suggested Mrs Ariza,
_“mayhe he would like to hear the .
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J “"You wsee, senor' the poliew
chief explained, the woman was
murdered - there 50 years .ago,
« What you saw was anly & ghosty’ *
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THE STROLLER

How Senorita Rodriguez Met The ‘Liberator’ of Satillo

By Sigman Byrd
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